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Overview 

• Why it matters 

• How else could you say…? 

• The basics 

• Lets talk about your research 

• Communications opportunities  



Why a good lay summary 

matters 



Why a good lay summary matters 

 

• To get grants 

• Because it’s more than just a lay summary 

 

The good news is… it’s a skill. You can learn to do it, and you  

will improve with practice. 



How else could you say…? 



• DNA 
• the cell’s instruction manual – organised into genes, which tell the cell what to 

do and how to look. 

• Protein 
• the cell’s action molecules. The DNA gives instructions and the proteins carry 

them out: ‘grow, move, spread, die etc’ 

• RNA 
• another type of genetic material, like DNA, mostly acts as a messenger 

between the DNA and the protein to carry the instruction from one to the other 

• Molecular biology 
• The nuts and bolts/cogs and wheels/ins and outs of how the cell works 

• Cell line 
• A sample of cells that originally came from a patient/mouse/etc that’s been 

carefully expanded in the lab until they’re all exactly the same.  

 

 

 

 

…or how would you explain? 



The basics of a good lay 

summary 



The basics 

• Good science communication starts with good communication 

• Think about your audience 

• Say the most important point first 

• But start your explanation at the beginning 

• Use short sentences 

• Every sentence should make a point 

• Write in the active voice 

• Cut out words you don’t need  

• Check your spelling and punctuation 

• Avoid jargon 

• Be as straightforward and conversational as possible 
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Start at the beginning… 
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Start at the beginning… 

We sequenced the whole genome using a technique called ‘next generation 

sequencing’ 

DNA is made up of four different molecules that can be arranged in 

different combinations.  

A certain number of DNA molecules ordered in a particular way, makes up 

individual genes.  

We worked out the order of all the DNA molecules in a cell.  
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Write in the active voice 

An experiment was done… 

by who? 

by zombies? 
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Cut out the words you don’t need 

Research shows that ‘Protein X’ is important for keeping the cell 

alive. 

We know that ‘Protein X’ is important for keeping the cell alive. 

 

What research? How do you know this? 

 

‘Protein X’ is important for keeping the cell alive 

The cell needs ‘Protein X’ to stay alive 

‘Protein X’ keeps the cell aliveional as possible 
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Spelling and punctuation matters 

Arti chokes two for a pound in Sainsbury’s. 

 

A really cheap assassin called Arti, or good value vegetables? 



The basics 

• Good science communication starts with good communication 

• Think about your audience 

• Say the most important point first 

• But start your explanation at the beginning 

• Use short sentences 

• Every sentence should make a point 

• Write in the active voice 

• Cut out words you don’t need  

• Check your spelling and punctuation 

• Avoid jargon 

• Be as straightforward and conversational as possible 



Avoid jargon 

You say ‘model’.  

You mean…  



Avoid jargon 

You say ‘model’.  

You mean… 

But your reader sees…  



Avoid jargon 

You say ‘model’.  

You mean… 

Or you say ‘animal model’  

and this…  
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Now, let’s talk about your research 

Describe your project to your neighbour… as if they’d just 

finished their A-levels. 

 

 

Now, try tweeting your research 
Describe your project in 142 characters 



Comms opportunities with us 

We’ll ask you nicely about: 

Blog posts 

Lab visits 

Film-stars 

Modelling shoots 

Conference round-ups (I’m sorry. I can’t make that sound 

glamorous) 

FUNDRAISING 
All you have to say is… YES! 

 


